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Director: Carolyn Boiarsky, Ph.D.
Purdue University Calumet
Department of English

Co-Director: Donna Elliott
Harding Elementary School
School City of Hammond

Technology Liaison: Ray Palasz

SPONSORS Lake Central High School
National Writing Project Lake Central School Corporation

Purdue University Calumet ) )
Coordinator: Connie Farrell, PUC

Assistant to the Coordinator: Meg Varney
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GOALS

* To improve the writing of all students by improving the teaching of
writing and extending the uses of writing.

* To improve university and school staff development programs.
* To promote teacher professionalism and leadership.
* To rekindle the spirit at the heart of good teaching.

* To guide students in discovering their various voices.

Summer Invitational Institute 2010

NORTHWEST INDIANA WRITING PROJECT
A SITE OF THE NATIONAL WRITING PROJECT
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A Proven Program

The Northwest Indiana Writing Project NWIWP) at Purdue University Calumet (PUC) is a site
of the highly acclaimed National Writing Project (NWP). It is a collaborative effort between
PUC and school systems in Lake, Porter, La Porte, Jasper and Newton counties in Indiana, and
Cook and Will counties in Illinois to improve the writing performance of students at all grade
levels, kindergarten through college, by providing teachers with the opportunity to improve
their instruction in writing.

The National Writing Project was begun at the University of California, Berkeley, in 1973. The model of teachers teaching
teachers became so successful that today there are over 200 Writing Projects in the United States and abroad.

The National Writing Project has proved successful again and again. Evaluations of the overall project and assessments of
the individual sites have all indicated improvement in students' writing skills. Teachers have also indicated a rekindling of
their spirit in the classroom and a renewed dedication to their students.

THE SUMMER INSTITUTE

June 14 - July 9, 2010 9a.m. - 4p.m.
Purdue University Calumet

The four week workshop will be held at Purdue University Calumet. Teachers will exchange methods of instruction among
themselves as well as work with experts in the field and professional writers. Teachers will also write during the workshop.

The sessions are expected to cover such topics as evaluating student writing, writing process, writing in the disciplines,
collaboration, preparing for ISTEP +, connecting standards to lessons, and writers’ workshop.

Participants will be expected to attend an orientation session on Saturday, May 1, 2010 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Teachers who complete the Institute will become Teacher/Consultants and will qualify to conduct workshops and act as
resource persons for the NWIWP.

Participants will receive 6 graduate credits at PUC, 3 in English and 3 in Education. Tuition will be waived and stipends will
be provided for books for those participants whose schools/school systems are participating in the NWIWP/PUC/school
partnership. Partial scholarships are available for teachers whose schools/school systems do not participate. Applicants
should check with their schools/systems to determine whether or not they are members of the partnership.

ASSUMPTIONS

% The goal of improving students' written communica-
tion skills can be best addressed by cooperatively
planned and funded university/school/community
activities.

% The schools and the university work as collaborators
in professional development.

* Successful teachers of writing can be identified and
given opportunities to teach other teachers in site-
based staff development programs.

* The best teacher of teachers is another teacher who
has had success in a similar situation.

* Teachers can share experiences and knowledge
across all grade levels.

Teachers of writing must write.

% Teachers must become researchers in their class-
rooms.

ELIGIBILITY

Teachers at all grade levels, K-14, are eligible to apply.
Participants will be selected for the following qualities:

% Leadership ability and professionalism.
Openness to new ideas.

*
% Interest and excellence in the teaching of writing.
*

Commitment to make presentations before a group, to
devote the time necessary to conduct future workshops
in their own and other schools, and to participate in on-
going activities sponsored by the NWIWP..

For further information or to request an application contact:

Northwest Indiana Writing Project

Purdue University Calumet
. Office: (219) 989-2299
Department of English/CLO 216 (219) 989-2655

Hammond, IN 46323 Fax:  (219)989-2160

Email: NWIWP@yahoo.com
WWW.NWiwp.org

DEADLINE: March 15, 2010 by 5 PM



